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SWEARING IN SWIMWEAR is a four-hour durational
video-performance work in which a young woman is doing just that:
swearing in swimwear. It is a challenge akin to a game, that game
being to continue to swear without repeating oneself. In undertaking the
game the performer begins to play with the limits, delivery, labour
and ambiguity of language. Over the duration of the performance she
transcends the gratuitousness of an all too familiar image to speak directly to the viewer in a range of ambivalent emotions. Emotions that are
brought about by an unassisted and unrehearsed undertaking of what is
a seemingly straightforward task.
The simple structure of the performance, and of the shoot, plays out in
an aesthetic that is as crude as the content. As real time unfolds within
this activity the performance inevitably begins to collapse, and so too
do binaries of seduction and repulsion, the familiar and the strange, the
sensical and the non-sensical and entertainment/ offense/ banality.
Just what is it that constitutes swearing, and what role does it serve anyway? In this extreme it is certainly anything but a lazy act.
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